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SUBJECT 


Allowance of Claims for Operational Luncheons 
for Agency Personal 
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1. This Division frequently receive* claim* for operationa^mter- 
taiawnt wherein questions aria® as to Whether the provision* of iSBSHSi 
with respect to deductions for seal* for Agency oagjloyeas should b^ppMed. 
A case in point is the attached claim, dated 10 May 1955# terete 

reimbursement for the expense of an operational luncheon 

attended solely by persons employed by this Agency. 

2, The attached claim reflects deduction of $1.00 each for the two 
staff asmloyees participating la the luneheonj however, no deduction is 
taken for the two agents, although one is a contract agent in per die® 
statue a n d the second is under a covert associate contract on an a n n ua l 
salary basis. 

3 . the waiver of deductions provided for ty ragulatlon WWBBBB 
3 b{ 2 ), has not been obtained, the claim for fall reimbursement for the two 
parsons und er contractual agreements is apparently euhaittsd on the premise 
that "eaployoa* as used in the reference regulation Includes only regular 
staff Emplo yees and other personnel of the Agency my be excluded from the 
re quirement with respect to deductions for official entertainment . 

4 , It la the view of this Division that in the absence of specific 
waiver as provided by the regulation, the deductions for ‘soals as F®^"* 
vided byHNIH are required for all employees (staff or contract/ in 

s pay statu^^ha time regular meals are received. This view, of course, 
would be defeated if the usa of the tea "employee" *» 1 

Is interpreted so as to exclude contract personnel. It will, be appreciated, 
if you will review this problem and furnish your view as to whether, as a 
matter of legal interpretation of regulations, claims of the type herein 
discussed may be passed for payment without deductions icr seals j,or 
contract personnel. 

% The effect of interpretation in this matter is evidenced by the 
fact that if the views of this Division are determined to be appropriate to 
the intention of reference regulation, the attached claim will be disallowed 
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